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ATTACK ON ACADEMIC FREFDOM IN_ARGENTINA
"intil we can cleanse the teaching area, and professors are all of Chriétian
thought and ideology, we will not achieve the triumph we seek in our struggle
agzinst the revelutionary left.” ’

Geneéral Vilas - Deputy Commander of V Army Corps oL
. . o Bahia Hlanca, B August 1976 - e n
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L) ;! Since the coup of 24 March there has been 4 systematic ideclogical purge. of

" [ the academic community in Argentina. ow law -~ ey de prescindibilidad - passed
[l \;k Y the military junta at the end of March, authorises the summary dismissal or
b§§“ <<syspensian from duty of any state “employee for unspecified reasons...ZZ] According
k. Hy” to a recent report in hew Scientist {29 July 1976) "Between March and ltay, mare
ot than 2,000 university azcademics lost their jobs as well as 700 from various-.
research institutes. Members of the Argentine Phnysiczl Secietv estimate that a
quarter of this number have lost. their jobs.”. As there have been sweeping
dismissals in the field of Psychiatry and in all other sectors of education, there
is considerable doubt &s to the accuracy of the official statement by the civilian
Minister of Education, Ricardo Bruera, that about 3,000 academjics, administraters
and teachirg assistants in natithal secondary schocls had been dismissed since
tarch. (Report Hew York Times, § Augast® 19767 : :

/ " “Some of Argentina's most prestigious scientists have been dismissed or .

x detained; centers most affected include Hational Science and Technology Research

~ Council, the Physics and Technology Institute at San Miguel, the Atomic Energy
Committee, the National Institue of Agriculture znd Cattle Breeding Technologye.
{according to reports from three scientisis at the Centro de Investigacion de
Estudios Avanzados del Iustituto Bolitecnice Nacional in Maxico Cityl.
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Events at the Atomic Energy Commission o

Between 1 ~ 19 April. 1976, ‘the following employees of the Atomic Fnergy
Commission were arrested: R R - - T

_ Antonio kisetich: aged 39 ,”fo!mer MIT Faculty member Nuclear Scientist.
Maximo Pedro Victoria: aged 3%, nuclear physicist
Pedro Lundeyro: chemiczl engineer '
Santiago Morazzo: chemist
Carlos Calle: engineer
luis P. Pereyra-Marcondes: physicist
Yesws. Domi-and wife Maria Dipace

Two other non-seientific personnel were also arrested; only the surname of
one if knewn: Vallione. The following report was made by Dr Virgilio Troncoso,
brother of Haximo Victoria. "Maximo Pedro Victoria was arrested on 1 April and
detained on the "Bahia Aguirre", a boat anchored on the River Flate near Buenos
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from a- relutlve of Claud10 Santlago Bermann. s el RS
"He wes arrested on 27 April, after mldnlgbt ty an army patrel who searched
his house. He is a well-known psychiatrist, devoted to his private practice and
the direction ef a small family clinic for psychiatric cases in Cordoba. He is
50 years old, and has six children whose ages range from 3 tec 26 years old.
Before raiding his house, his private office was carefully searched by rersons
unknown who entered through a window. ~ '

~~After he was taken. from his home, he was cpparently held in an old army
prison in Cordoba {Crmpo de 1a Rivera) which has been functioning egzin and where
many victims of "unofficizl" kidnappings zre said to have been held., There he -

" was chained to a bench and hooded. After five days he was taken to the
Pen1tenc1ariu, a priszon for those already servzng trial sentences and Used for
political prisoners. Vhen he wds being taken into the prison he was seen by i
one of his patients. The military authorities declined to inform his famzly
about his whereabouts, and they found out where he was through an anohymous .call.
It was later on that they sdmitted he was in the Fenitenciaria and allowed a
notary to see him and have him sign a power of attorney for his w1fe. o .

He is .completely incommunicades, the Habeas Corbus_wr;ts presented on his
behalf have not been answered, no charges have been presented against him and he
is not even at the disposition of the Nationa2l Government {disposicion del Poder
Ejecutivo Nacional) which is usual under the State of Siege for political
" prisoners with no formel charges against them. He has not been able to communicate
- with hic family even by writing; they are only allowed to bring him clothes, and

of course have not bLeen .oble to see him; Ve lmow of at-least one opportunity -
in which he was taken out of prison to be questioned arid we do not- know wh:ch
methods were used. . . -

The Argentine government has been allowing ‘those politicel prisoners with
no charges against them tc leave the country once they are,granted political . - —
asylun by any country. There is a chance he would be allowed to leave the country
if there was a country willing to tzke him," ’ .
Inivercity of the Sputh -~ Bahia Blanca ) ’ - =

The New York Times (5 Pugust 1976) reported a mllltary 1nveqt1gat‘0n of
B academic "subversion' in the National University of Bahia Planca. Seventeen

professors have been arrested and the army issued & list of 37 other persons who
were wanted {some of these are living abroad}.- The academics, mainly from the
economics faculty, will be tried on charges of organizing subversive 1nstructlcn.,-
They include the former rector of the university Victor Berama,

In the present atmosphere, few hold out rezl) hopes that the purges will
d15cont1nue nor given the opinion of the military can one be optimistic about the
‘outcome of the trials of academics and students by military courts.

"In the universities, the posts of vice chancellor, dezn and even director
of studics have been taken over by the military men, who zre also in charge of
. research institutes. Students and staff have to submit to regulations governing
political behaviour in their privcte lives. University libraries have been purged
of subversive bocks. Those of Marx and Freud - vraonded "ideclogical criminals®
by the new secretary general of the National University of Cordota, who is an Air
Force Officer, have even been pu~11c1\ turned." Mew Scientisi, 29 July 1976.
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" | Further insights into the mentality of the new regimeIVere gleaned from the

. QP/ statements made on 16 July by the new rector of the University of Buenos Aires, \
ﬁ§f~¢3'5enor Alberto Constantini, who regretted that the police could not be T?mDVEd
p from the university faculties gt rresepnt because of the risk of subvexsion ?ng )
he added that wherever ideolopical penetraticn is mzasent thera yoS o0 poscitiijty
4 of estshlishing respect for scadenic frozdom. i -
et Be & @ -‘ o -.. & ! ---" . ._-;b :
ACTION | L ‘

5. Groups or individuals interested 'in working on behalf of =ay of the individuals

Academiés and students who wish to help their fellows in detenfion are aéked_
to:- : : ) et o ' Lo e -
1, Write to General Jorge Videla, the President, and the Minister of Educatioh":,

requesting the relesse of all academics and students held without trial. . Ve
. suggest thot pressure would be most effectively- applied if academics and

" students wrote on behalf of a few individuals. .- - S T T
2. Attempt to find places to offer to dismissed academics in Furopean and .-
Americon universities and colleges. ' .

3. Write Iéttgfs tc academic and s@udent journols dencuncing this attack on __ -
- academic- freedom.. -~ IR ST S - e s T

4.  Denounce the situation in Argentina a2t intemmational academic forums.

listed aoverleaf may contact Amnesty Internationel for further details or ..
suggestions. ’ :

mxcelentisimo General Jorge Rafael Videla, : Lt . .
" presidente de la Republica Argentina,. S S :
-Casa Rosada, : S . Cos T

Buenos Lires, ARGEMTINA,

Sr profesor Ricardo Bruera, )
Jinistro de Educacion, . e e DT L
Ministerio de FEducacion, s ’ ; .

Cordobz 831, Buenos hires, RRGENTINA. ©= =« oo - o o




